2g                      INVASION OF THE WEST
or not this was true, but everyone began looking for
the car. Soldiers belonging to the Palace Guard died
from smoking poisoned cigarettes. German housemaids
who had been recalled to their country some months
previously were brought back into Holland with baskets
of provisions which concealed hand grenades for fifth
columnists and German soldiers. No one knew who
was friend and who was foe.
There were three types of parachutists: firstly, the
well-trained soldiers who had detailed maps of places
where they landed and full information about where
soldiers were billeted and what regiments they belonged
to. They had addresses of Nazi sympathizers and
among the orders found on these men there was always
the phrase: " Let everyone pass who has a certificate
with a photograph signed by the German Chief of
Police/* Secondly, there were young fanatical Nazis
with a lust to kill. They shot at everything they
saw, women, children, sheep, etc.; when they had
finished their ammunition some were seen to burst
into tears. One boy came down dressed as a Red
Cross nurse and was found to be in possession of
several hand grenades. Thirdly, there were young
parachutists dropped in bunches who were usually
frightened, and gave themselves up as soon as they
h;a4 landed.
While confusion was being created in this way the
Germans landed a whole division, about 17,000 men, by
troop-carrier "planes. Parachutists, followed by troops
ia old 'planes, captured aerodromes, wbich were subse-